THE PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR ON METHODOLOGY FOR AGRICULTURAL CENSUSES AND SURVEYS
A Pre-Conference Seminar On Methodology for Agricultural Censuses and Surveys will be held on October 12, before the Fifth International Conference on Agricultural Statistics (ICAS-V) which will take place from 13th – 15th October 2010 in Kampala, Uganda. 

The Pre-Conference Seminar is open to young statisticians, under the age of 35, working in the field of agricultural statistics with a strong interest in agricultural statistics.  Young statisticians attending the Pre-Conference Seminar should have experience working with agricultural statistics, and could be from government entities or the academia.  Individuals attending should be at a point in their career where they could benefit from training on methodology for agricultural censuses and surveys, along with benefiting from attending the ICAS-V Conference.  The Pre-Conference Training Seminar will be conducted in English, so all individuals attending should have a working knowledge of English.  Presentations will be given by experts from the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The following topics will be covered at the Pre-Conference Training Seminar: Principles of a Statistical System; Planning for Agricultural Censuses and Surveys; Questionnaire Design; Sampling Frames and Sample Design; Editing and Analysis of Survey Data.  

The ICAS-V Conference will focus on the UN report titled “Global Strategy for Improving Agriculture Statistics” under the theme “Integrating Agricultural Statistics into National Statistical Systems”. This conference follows successful conferences in Washington DC, Rome, Mexico and Beijing. It is organized under the auspices of Government of Uganda (GOU), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), African Development Bank (AfDB), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), the Statistical Office of the European Communities (EUROSTAT), the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21), United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, the World Bank and others.  

For more information please visit   www.icas-v.org  or www.fao.org/es/ess .
Prospective participants interested in attending the Pre-Conference Seminar are invited to send their contact information to carola.fabi@fao.org or to michael_steiner@nass.usda.gov  by 20 September 2010. The participants would need to finance themselves for participation.
Young statisticians interested in presenting a paper at the Pre-Conference Seminar should send an Abstract to Michael Steiner, at michael_steiner@nass.usda.gov .
